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remain a member of this "union of reform
forces", as he regarded it, and apparently he
continued to act with the Democrats during the
rest of his life. Probably the close friendship
with Mr. Bryan had a great deal to do with his
permanent association with the Democratic
party. During all these years Bryan was the
unquestioned leader of the Democracy, and
Weaver's opinions and sympathies coincided
with his own. He recognized, too, the pioneer
services of Weaver in preparing the way for
his own leadership from 1896 to 1912. Bryan
and La Follette and Roosevelt were all long
preceded by Weaver. Bryan fully and freely
acknowledged his indebtedness to the "Grand
Old Commoner of Iowa".823

In July, 1904, G-eneral Weaver was one of
the delegates at large from Iowa to the Demo-
cratic national convention at St. Louis. The
delegation were instructed by the convention to
vote for William B. Hearst of New York and
were bound by the unit rule to support him.
The State convention also voted down the re-
amrmation of the Kansas City platform of
1900. The domination of the Hearst supporters
was very distasteful to the older leaders who
opposed the instruction of the delegates. G-en-
eral Weaver advocated the instructions; and
one of the district delegates, W. W. Baldwin of
Burlington, a sound money Democrat, wrote